Lila and the Secret D/J: the Rain

For weeks and weeks the sun heat down on the szian !\/i“\ﬂ,GJZ where Lila
lived. It was very hot. so hot that Lila, her mama and brother, and all the
okher villagers stoyed in their houses to keep away from the burning sun.
[t was koo hot to gather firewood, too hot to weed the village garden, and

enven too hot to milk the cow.

One night Lila overheard her mama talking about the well that had dried up
and the crops that were failing. “Without water there can be no life.” Lila
heard her mama say. Lila wanted so much forthe sun to stop shining and
{fﬂr the rain to come. But the sun did not skop /shininq and rain did not

LOMEL.

One enening Lila's gffand/ijathzr told her a skory about a man that he'd met
once when he wos a boy~ a man who had told him the secret of the rain
Y ou must climh the highest mountain,” said the man to Lila's grandfather,
“and tell the sky the saddest thing you know.”

Lika listened Nery Lamfj:/ulw fo what her a{rrand/Fatwaf said. The /Fﬂllﬂwian
morning when the sun was still azslzzp, Lila lz/Ft the Millaqz and et 0/?4: Lo
Find the highest mountain she coukd. Lila walked and walked and walked,
and at bask she found herself ak the foot of a very tall mountain. Lila
began to climb, higher and higher and higher When Lila reached the top
,04: the mountain she bza/ran fo teld the /sJeAj the saddest thinq/s she knew.

First, she told 04 the time her brother cut his lzqf while ,CJ’L(I/SUL(} a chicken
in the Nillaqz. Then she told mf the time she burned her /Fingfzr/s while
hzlpin@ mama ko cook. On and on Lila Went, tz“inﬂ} fhe /sJe)\g the soddest



thinq/s she knew. At the end 0/? each one she looked to the /stJe/\fI /fﬂr Jo! /siq(n
04: rain, but the /sJeAj remained blue and the /SJQA(AT still shone Nery briqhthj.

Lika began to cry. What can ] do?” she said to the sky. Its too hot 1o

collect firewood, too hot to weed the village garden, and too hot to milk
the cow. The well is dry and the crops are failing. Wikhout crops there
will be rno food without food the people in the village will become sick
and without waker there can he no life” Everything on the mountain top

was silent. Nothingf couhd he heard 2J><L2Pt fhe sound 04: Lila wzzpingf.

Then a bhreere bz;&an to blow and the dust around Lila's ffzzt started to
dance. Clouds began to fill the sky like flocks of white birds, slowly
blocking out the sun's scorching rays. The chouds grow darker and darker,
{fi“incj with Lila's sadness..until the /SJQ)\{T W a4 xzbﬂngf with emotion.
Suddznw a /ﬂa/sh DF li%htninq fore across the /SJQ)\{T and a koud roar ,O/F
thunder echoed around the mountain. Lila /let the qzntlz foumch 04: a
raindrop on her foot.then anokther and another and another until the
ground was awash with tears of rain. Lila joyfully lifted her hands to the
LIMing /sJeAé, /me each rain drﬁp /Fﬁlt like one 04: her mama's kisses.

As é?ﬁ/it as she could, Lika ran down the mountain. B)\gf the time she reached
home, all the A/i“ﬂgrzns Were Lzlzbfatinq the rain with music and dananq.
Lilo's mama was very rekieved to see her home again safe and sound. She
hugged her close while Lila's grandfather gave her a knowing smile.for
ﬁnw Lika and her Qrandfuthzr krew that she hod saved the Millaqz with

the cecret D/F fhe rain.



