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Improving Your Reading with Rex Retriever:  
Puerto Rico
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Puerto Rico was discovered by Christopher Columbus on 17th 


November 1493. 


He sailed his boat into a bay where 
he found springs of pure water, which 


was much needed on his ships. 


Puerto Rico is a very beautiful island. Its climate and 
scenery attract many visitors and it has always been 
a popular winter holiday for people from many countries. Flowers bloom and 
trees grow fruit all year round. There is no winter but, during the season 
which is our winter, their skies are beautifully clear and blue.


There are two seasons: the rainy and the dry. The rainy season lasts from July 
to December, and the dry season lasts from January to June. In August and 
September, it is very hot and humid. In September and October, the rain falls 
heavily in the late afternoon.


1.	 Who discovered Puerto Rico? Tick one.


Marco Polo John Cabot


Christopher Columbus Francis Drake


2.	List the names of the two seasons that Puerto Rico experience. 
1. �  
2. �
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Puerto Rico


4.	Put ticks in the table to show which sentences are true and which 
are false.


3.	On which date was Puerto Rico discovered?      
�


Statement True False
Lots of people like to visit the island in winter.
Flowers and fruit grow all year round.


It is always winter in Puerto Rico.


The rainy seasons lasts from January to June.
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Marco Polo John Cabot


Christopher Columbus Francis Drake


1.	 	Who discovered Puerto Rico? Tick one. 
 
 
 
 


2.	 List the names of the two seasons that Puerto Rico experience. 
rainy 
dry


3.	 On which date was Puerto Rico discovered?        
17th November 1493.


4.	 Put ticks in the table to show which sentences are true and which are 
false.


Statement True False
Lots of people like to visit the island in winter.
Flowers and fruit grow all year round.


It is always winter in Puerto Rico.


The rainy seasons lasts from January to June.
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What Does Vocabulary Victor Do?

Vocabulary Victor helps with content domain 1a:

Draw on knowledge of vocabulary to understand texts.

This means that he is there to help you to think about the words the author uses.

He might help you to work out what words mean, ask you to find words the author has used or give another word which means the same as one of the author’s choices. 





 



Where Have We Seen Vocabulary Victor?

The kind of questions that Vocabulary Victor helps with appear quite a lot in SATs papers. Here are some recent examples:

Click on the image of each question to find out more.





 



The ‘Tick the Meaning’ Question

This type of question will give you a phrase from the text. It will pick one word from that phrase and ask you to tick a word which means the same thing. These are called synonyms.

Back





 



The ‘Explain the Meaning’ Question

This type of question will give you a phrase from the text. It will ask to you explain what that phrase means. You will get answers to choose from. Read them all carefully before deciding.

Back





 



The ‘Find and Copy’ Question

This type of question will ask you to look at the text you have read. You have to find a word that is in the text which shows what the questions is asking for. 

The answer you give has to be exactly what is in the text.

Back





 



The ‘Multiple Answers’ Question

This type of question asks you for more than one answer.

You have to give two different words from the text that describe the same thing.

Both answers have to be exactly as they are in the text.

Back





 



The ‘Find Its Twin’ Question

This type of question will give you a specific part of the text to look at. 

It asks you to find a word in that part of the text which means the same as a word they have given.

Make sure that your answer is a word that is actually in the text.

Back





 



The ‘Match the Meaning’ Question

This type of question will give you three words from the text and three meanings. 

You have to draw three lines to match the word to its meaning.

What can you do if you change your mind?

Back





 



What Might Vocabulary Victor Ask?

Vocabulary Victor might ask questions like these:

What does this word tell us about…?

Which word did the author use to describe…?

Can you think of another way of writing…?

How can we work out what this word might mean?

Why did the author write this word in capital letters?

Can you find any adjectives in the text?





 



Let’s Explore Vocabulary Victor Questions Together

Read the extract from Don’t Hog the Hedge and answer the questions as a class. 

Read the rest of Don’t Hog the Hedge! here.

Click on the image to read the text.





 



Let’s Explore Vocabulary Victor Questions Together

Read this page from Don’t Hog the Hedge and answer 

the questions as a class. 

Hattie worked hard to prepare her winter home.

What does the word prepare mean? Tick one.

get ready             fix            get rid of            buy

Find and copy two words that the author uses to describe Hattie’s hedge.

as the leaves grew crispier

What does this phrase mean? Tick one.

The leaves are harder to eat             The leaves are getting drier

The leaves are getting hotter             The leaves are disappearing





 



Back





 



Summing Up Vocabulary Victor

Prove your understanding of what Vocabulary Victor does by answering the following questions:

What does Vocabulary Victor help you to do?

What sort of question might Vocabulary Victor ask?

What is the trickiest thing about Vocabulary Victor questions?











twinkLcom




Victor




Quality Standard









@ hen she had anidea...
The word idea means...

Tick one.

a dream.

a thought.

a feeling.

an adventure.





Find and copy two words that describe how scared the
king was.

1.

2.




my neck hides in a scarf
What does this mean?

Tick one.
The child's neck
is hurting.

The child is playing
hide and seek.

The child’s neck
is covered.

The child’s
scarf is lost.





Draw lines to match the words below to their meaning.

words

Re-use

Reduce

Recycle

use the same thing
more than once

turn an object into
something else

use less of
something





Find and copy one word which tells you that Monster was not
feeling well in the boat.





Look at the section headed: Re-use

Find and copy the word that means the same as “given away”.












“Goodness me!” snorted Hattie the Hedgehog. “It's
half past September already. I haven't got time to
play! I must finish my hibernation checklist.”

As the leaves grew crispier, and the air colder,
Hattie worked hard to prepare her winter home.

She snuggled tightly into her cosy and comfortable
hedge, just in time for the Big Sleep.
=R

\/4/,
/ /
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Improving Your Reading with Vocabulary Victor: 
Bunny Brown
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“Bunny! Bunny! Wake up! It’s time!”


“Wha—what’s matter?” sleepily mumbled little Bunny 
Brown, making his words all run together, like stringy, sticky 
toffee that has been out in the hot sun. “What’s the matter, 


Sue?” Bunny asked, now that he had his eyes open. He looked 
over the side of his small bed to see his sister standing beside it. She 


had left her own little room and had run into her brother’s.


“Why, it’s time to get up, Bunny,” and Sue opened her shiny, brown eyes 
more widely, as she tried to get the ‘sleepy feeling’ out of them. “It’s time to 
get up!” 


“Time to get up—so early? Oh, Sue! It isn’t Christmas morning, is it, Sue?” 
and with that thought, Bunny sat up suddenly in his bed. 


“Christmas? No, of course not!” said Sue, who, though only 
five years of age (a year younger than Bunny), sometimes 
acted as though she was older than him. 


“Well, if it isn’t Christmas, and we don’t have to go 
to school, because it’s closed, why do I have to get up so 
early?” Bunny wanted to know. 


1.	 “Wha—what’s matter?” sleepily mumbled little Bunny Brown 
What does the word mumbled mean? Tick one.


   shouted
   muttered
   yelled
   walked
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Bunny Brown


4.	Look at the paragraph beginning “Time to get up—so early?” 
Find and copy one word which means the same as quickly.    
�


3.	Find and copy two words which the author uses to describe Sue’s 
eyes. 
1. �  
2. �


2.	making his words all run together, like stringy, sticky toffee  
This means that Bunny’s words… Tick one.


   were nice to eat.
   were shouted loudly.
   followed one after the other.
   could be heard from outside.
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Answers
Bunny Brown
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1.	 	“Wha—what’s matter?” sleepily mumbled little Bunny Brown 
What does the word mumbled mean? Tick one.


   shouted
   muttered
   yelled
   walked


2.	 making his words all run together, like stringy, sticky toffee  
This means that Bunny’s words… Tick one.


   were nice to eat.
   were shouted loudly.
   followed one after the other.
   could be heard from outside.


3.	 Find and copy two words which the author uses to describe Sue’s eyes. 
shiny 
brown


4.	 Look at the paragraph beginning “Time to get up—so early?” 
Find and copy one word which means the same as quickly. 
suddenly
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Improving Your Reading with Vocabulary Victor: 
Hallowe’en
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“What does Halloween mean, Father?” asked Jack, as the 
family was seated at breakfast one morning late in October.


“It means the evening before All Saints Day,” answered Dad.


“Do you remember what fun we had last 
year, Charlie?” said Jack.


“I sure do!” he answered.


The Smith family had always lived in the town 
of Thornhill in a large, white house, and not far 
away was the home of Jack’s best friend Sid and his 
brother Billy.


“We had great fun when I was a boy,” resumed Dad, 
“for my birthday falls on Halloween and your grandmother would always 
have me invite the boys in the neighbourhood to a party on that night.”


“Oh, I wish my birthday wasn’t two days later or I could have a party too,” 
sighed Jack.


“There's no reason, Jack,” said his mother, with a smile, “why you can't 
celebrate your birthday on Halloween, if you'd like to”


“Oh, Mother, that's brilliant,” cried Jack, jumping up from the table and 
running around to his mother's place to give her a hearty hug. “You always 
make things right,” he added.


“We'd better ask all of our friends in school today,” suggested Charlie, “because 
Saturday is Halloween.”


Jack lost no time when he reached school that morning in giving his invitations 
to the party and all the boys were glad to accept. They always had a great 
time at Jack’s house.
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Hallowe’en


4.	Look at the paragraph beginning We had great fun when I was a 
boy… 
Find and copy one word which means the same as continued.    
�


3.	Find and copy two words which the author uses to describe the 
Smith family’s house. 
1. �  
2. �


2.	 Jack lost no time when he reached school 
This means that Jack… Tick one.


   acted quickly.
   had extra playtime.
   stayed at home.
   took his time.


1.	 as the family was seated at breakfast 
What does the word seated mean in this phrase? Tick one.


   eating food
   waiting for someone
   talking to each other
   sitting down
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Hallowe’en
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1.	 as the family was seated at breakfast 
What does the word seated mean in this phrase? Tick one.


   eating food
   waiting for someone
   talking to each other
   sitting down


2.	 Jack lost no time when he reached school 
This means that Jack… Tick one.


   acted quickly.
   had extra playtime.
   stayed at home.
   took his time.


3.	 Find and copy two words which the author uses to describe the Smith 
family’s house. 
large 
white


4.	 Look at the paragraph beginning We had great fun when I was a boy… 
Find and copy one word which means the same as continued.    
resumed
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Improving Your Reading with Vocabulary Victor: 
Winter Fun
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“Where's Mother?” Meg and Bobby Blossom demanded the 
moment they opened the front door. It was the first question 
they always asked when they came home from school. 
Twaddles, their little brother, looked up at them serenely 


from the sofa cushion on which he sat cross-legged on the 
floor at the bottom of the stairs.


“Mother and Aunt Polly went into town,” he informed his 
brother and sister. “They're going to bring us something 
nice. They promised.”


Meg pulled off her hat and unbuttoned her coat. “I'm 
starving,” she announced. “It's awfully cold out. What 
are you doing anyway, Twaddles?”


“Sliding down the banisters,” answered Twaddles calmly. “See, we spread 
down sofa cushions so that we wouldn't hurt ourselves. It's Dot's turn now. 
Hi, Dot!” he ended in a shout.


“Here I come – look out!” With a swish of a pink, spotty skirt, a small, plump 
girl came flying down the banister to land luckily on a red, satin sofa cushion.


Twaddles, who had been pressing his short nose against the glass in the door 
panel, hoping to see his mother coming with the promised gift, suddenly 
started to jump up and down. That was Twaddles’ way of expressing delight. 
“It's snowing!” he cried. “Little fine snowflakes, the kind that Daddy says 
always last. Oh, I hope it snows all night.”
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Winter Fun


4.	Look at the paragraph beginning Twaddles, who had been pressing 
his short nose… 
Find and copy one word which means the same as happiness.    
�


3.	Find and copy two words which the author uses to describe Dot's 
skirt. 
1. �  
2. �


2.	 looked up at them serenely from the sofa cushion 
This means that Twaddles was… Tick one.


   angry with them
   very upset
   really excited
   calm and peaceful


1.	 “I’m starving,” she announced. 
What does the word starving mean in this phrase? Tick one.


   cold
   bored
   hungry
   lonely
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1.	 “I’m starving,” she announced. 
What does the word starving mean in this phrase? Tick one.


   cold
   bored
   hungry
   lonely


2.	 looked up at them serenely from the sofa cushion 
This means that Twaddles was… Tick one.


   angry with them
   very upset
   really excited
   calm and peaceful


3.	 Find and copy two words which the author uses to describe Dot's skirt. 
pink 
spotty


4.	 Look at the paragraph beginning Twaddles, who had been pressing his 
short nose… 
Find and copy one word which means the same as happiness.  
delight
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