
The Outbreak of World War 2  - A Newspaper Report 

You are going to be writing a Newspaper article report as though WW2 has just 

started. It is going to be a recount of the day war broke out filled with lots of 

information and quotes from eye witnesses to help create an interesting and well 

written Newspaper Article. 

Task 1: Research 

First, you need to learn all about the outbreak of WW2, using the questions below 

research the answers well as this will help you write your article. Here are some 

recordings of Neville Chamberlain's speech on the Radio (Wireless) as he broadcast to 

the nation that Great Britain was at war with Germany:  

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-world-war-2-clips-the-

declaration-of-war/z4qn6v4 (shorter clip) 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xcSnKArKz8E (full speech) 

Some more very useful information: http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/Britain.html 
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Task 2: The Interviews 

 As a reporter, you have to think of good questions to ask the people you are 

interviewing so that you can get some good quotes for your Newspaper article. 

  Imagine you are a reporter at the time of the start of WW2 (1939), trying to 

get extra views and opinions on the outbreak of war.  

Who would you want to interview?   

What are you going to ask them? 

Think of at least 4 good questions to ask them:  

 

 

 

 

Questions I will ask 

 

 

 

 

 

  Imagine asking at least 4 different characters from the time of the start of the war 

(different ages, different jobs and different attitudes towards the War) the 

questions you have prepared.  

   How will they respond? How will they answer your questions?  

    You can  always get your family help by giving them one of your characters and 

interviewing them with your questions and seeing what they say! 



  Use the space below to record the character's answers in speech bubbles so you can 

use them later as quotes in your newspaper.  

  Provide details of each person interviewed e.g. name, age, where they live and you 

could even add faces and details to head to help bring your character 'to life': 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Task 3: The Planning 

HEADLINE: 

 

Introduction Picture 

When? 

 

 

What? 

 

 

Where? 

What picture would sum up your news report 

best? (E.g. A scene, one of your interviewees, 

Hitler, Chamberlain or the wireless broadcast,) 

Paragraph 1 Paragraph 3 

Extra details about why war has come about 

and why it couldn't be stopped... 

 

 

 

If you were at the scene of the Declaration of 

the War, what would you….  

…see? 

 

 

…hear? 

 

 

…feel? 

 

 

(could have some extra quotes from speech 

or interviews here too) 

Second interviewee. 

Name: 

 

Job / Age: 

 

What were they doing? Why were they when 

they heard the news? How do they feel about 

the War? 

 

 

 

 

Quote/s: 

Paragraph 2 Conclusion 

First interviewee. 

Name: 

 

Job / Age: 

 

What were they doing? Why were they there 

when they heard the news? How do they feel 

about the War? 

 

 

 

 

Quote/s: 

 

 

 

What will happen next? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How will people be affected by this in the 

future? 



Task 4: Look at example newspapers to get extra ideas if 

needed... 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I know the next Newspaper article is randomly about James and the Giant Peach, but it 

is annotated well with the features needed in your WW2 newspaper so I thought it may 

be of some help: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



Task 5: Writing the Newspaper 

  Use your planning sheet and the checklist below to help you ensure your 

Newspaper includes all the features needed. 

  On the next few pages are blank newspaper frames which you could choose to 

write your newspaper on or you could create your own newspaper paper - Make 

sure to have the columns, space for a picture and your headline too! 

  Enjoy!  

  I can't wait to read your finished Newspaper Articles... 

 

 



Can you use some of this language in your Newspaper article too? 

 

 

As always, make sure your Newspaper Article writing... 

 Is written with your neatest joined handwriting (Apart from Headline and 

sub headings which can be bold and blocked writing if needed) 

 Uses a range of punctuation accurately: A . ! ? , " " ... ( ) ' 

 Makes sense 

 Is detailed and interesting e.g. extend your noun phrases with adjectives 

and use a range of fronted adverbials too. 

 Is Checked, Checked and Checked again - Read it 3 times and improve any 

errors found especially any spelling and punctuation mistakes! 



 



 



 



 


