
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do not try to make 
Georges Marvellous 

Medicine yourselves at 
home. It could be 

dangerous!!



Task 1 :  Chapter 1 - Grandma! 
 

Read Chapter One of George's Marvellous medicine (can be found on our Class Web 

Page). Answer as many of these questions as you can based on what you read. 

 

1. If you were left alone what mischief would you get up to?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What part of the day did George's mother go to the village?  

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What does '...bored to tears' mean?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Why didn't George have any other children to play with?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Why wasn't George at school?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Why does George think his Grandma is miserable?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Why do you think George's grandma never ordered him around when his mum and dad 

were around?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Why does Roald Dahl use italics?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. What does 'A tingle of electricity flashed down the length of George's spine' mean?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 



12. Using the information from the first chapter, draw Grandma and label her too with 

the words and phrases used to describe her.   

      Compare her to your own Grandma - I hope they are not like each other at all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Task 2: George makes the Medicine 

Read the following extract: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 What is Roald Dahl trying to teach us about medicines? 

___________________________________________________________ 

Are you allowed to help yourselves to medicines at home? Why not? 

___________________________________________________________ 

(Warning: medicines are only safe if taken sensibly with adult supervision) 

Now read extract 2: 

 

 



Responding to the text... 

  Roald Dahl has created some amazing ingredients to put into George's 

Medicine and now it is your turn... 

o Use Incredible Ingredients to practice generating proper nouns (names) 

and adjectives to inject Roald Dahl humour into everyday products - you 

may want to use some alliteration too! 

 

o Then, use the Absolutely Awful Adverbs sheet as  a prompt and add an 

adverb to some of your ingredients you will put in the medicine using this 

time a proper noun an adverb and an adjective. 

    e.g. Sharon's shockingly shimmering shampoo! 

o Create 5 ingredients described in this way, they can be from a range of 

rooms around the house. 

   In Extract One it says: ' NEVERMORE PONKING DEODRANT SPRAY, 

GUARANTEED...TO KEEP AWAY UNPLEASANT BODY SMELLS FOR A WHOLE 

DAY' 

  This is a type of slogan, a slogan uses words to persuade people to buy it, they 

make you believe that your life will be better if you buy that product.  

o Can you highlight any more slogans in extract 2?  

 

o Use the Words to Persuade sheet to help you add slogans to the 

ingredients you made up in the previous task 

 e.g. Sharon's shockingly shimmering shampoo, for radiant hair with unbeatable 

shine'  

o Record your ideas. How many can you create? 

 

Extension: 

Create  a Story board or script for an adveritsement for one of the products 

you have created or maybe design the packaging your product comes in? 



 





 



Task 3 : Revolting Rhymes! 

 

 

 

 



Read extract 1 and extract 2 

Both extracts describe the mixing and brewing of 2 very different potions/ 

medicines but they are alike in many ways.  

Have a go at the Revolting Rhymes to see how well you can rhyme a range of 

words. 

Compare and contrast this section of poetry with Roald Dahls: 

 Roald Dahl William Shakespeare 

Alliteration used  

 

 

 

Rhyming pattern 

 

 

  

Repetition used 

 

 

  

What's it about? 

 

 

  

 

Do you think Roald Dahl was influenced by William Shakespeare? Why? Why 

Not? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

Have a go at making your own magic medicine mixing poem up on the My Perilous 

Potion sheet or a sheet / book of your own - You could use some of the 

ingredients you created in an earlier task! 

Extension 

Practice reading your poem aloud for others with fabulous expression. 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Task 4: Grandma gets the Medicine!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Responding to the text... 

What simile has Roald Dahl used in this piece of text? 

___________________________________________________________ 

Why did he use this simile? What effect does it have on the reader? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

*Remember a simile compares two things using the word 'as' or 'like' 

Using Sassy Similes think of some original similes which could be used to 

describe Grandma 

How does Roald Dahl build excitement in his writing? 

 Punctuation marks especially ! and ... 

 Italics for emphasis 

 Short sentences create a heart beat effect which generates excitement 

 Powerful verbs 

 Difference in character's reactions e.g. George is calm so that makes 

Grandma's panic even more obvious! 

 

Have a go at writing your own exciting passage using the Exciting Writing 

sheet. 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



Task 5: What happened to Grandma? 

--------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Task 6: The Interview!  

The press has heard about the goings on at the farm and they want to interview you! 

What kind of questions do you think they will ask? 

Write out the interview: 

 Remember you need to start a new line when someone new is talking 

 Try to write as though you are George and it is you that are being interviewed 

 Try and make it interesting, funny and engaging! 

Example: 

News reporter:  George, why did you make this medicine? 

George: I made this medicine to make my Grandma nice as she is as nasty as an 

evil old pig, but it didn't quite work out as I expected! 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

________________________________________ 



Task 7: A New Medicine! 

   Now George's Aunt has come to stay and she's equally mean as grandma was! Poor 

George! 

   Write a set of instructions for George to create a new medicine for his Aunt. 

   Make sure you use all the features of instructions so that your writing is the best it 

can be: 

 

 



 



Task 8 : Who will Buy? 

You have invented a marvellous medicine! 

Now you want to tell everyone about your medicine to make you rich! 

You are going to design a persuasive leaflet or poster to help you do this 

Be sure to use the following persuasive features: 

 Alliteration e.g. fabulous foam, beautiful blue 

 Facts about the medicine 

 Opinion about the medicine 

 Repetition  

 Emotive language - get people to feel for your product and feel they need 

to have it 

 Power of 3 adjectives to help describe your medicine 

While creating a leaflet or poster that sells your medicine to the world try and 

include some of the following features: 

 Attractive, eye catching design 

 A title, logo and slogan 

 Your persuasive paragraphs 

 Pictures - drawings / diagrams 

 Other useful information - price, website, instructions etc 

 

                

 


