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Genre Knowledge – Literature used at Gawber School  
Books at Gawber are selected carefully. Leaders work with staff members and consider many factors when choosing books to share with the children, such as: 

• The interests of the cohort.  

• Previous learning.  

• Key authors.  

• Age of the children hearing the story and Lexile count.  

• Complexity of the language used.  

• Recommendations from external agencies, book companies and colleagues at other schools.  

• Themes that can support the mental health and wellbeing of the children.  

• Sequels of books.   

Children at Gawber focus on 5 main areas of writing and we ensure that books selected for our Reading curriculum enhance the knowledge needed to be successful in writing. 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

To 
entertain 

Fairy tales  

Little Red Riding Hood 
The Three Little Pigs 
Jack and the Beanstalk  
Golidlocks and the Three Bears 
Three Billy Goats Gruff 
The Gingerbread Man 
 
Key Texts  

Julia Donaldson  

 
Michael Rosen 

 
 

 

Traditional tales 
Princess and the Pea 
Cinderella 
Sleeping Beauty 
Rapunzel  
Little Red Hen 
Enormous Turnip 
Hansel and Gretel 
Snow White 
Chicken Licken  
Magic Porridge Pot 
Elves and the Shoemaker 
Little Red Riding Hood 
Goldilocks 
Three Billy Goats Gruff 
Goldilocks  
Jack and the beanstalk 
 
Roald Dahl  

 

 

Goldilocks and Just one Bear  

 
 
Roald Dahl 

 
 

Roald Dahl  

 

 
 

Roald Dahl  

 
 
Michael Morpurgo 

 

 

 

 
Roald Dahl 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Michael Morpurgo 

 
 

 



 

2 
 

To 
entertain 
– poetry  
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To 
inform 

Information text 

We are all different  
Real Superheroes  
African Animals (Martha Rustad) 
Antarctica (Usborne)   
Bugs (Usborne) 
 
Recount 

Chester Zoo 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Information text 

All kinds of toys 
Fun things to make and do 
Houses and homes 
My amazing body 
Insect body parts 
 
 
 
Recount/ retell of a real event  

Playtime 
Y2 SAT 2004 (page 11-18) 

 
 

Information text 

Traditions of Africa  

 
 
Y2 SAT 2004 Sample SAT 
2016  
Pages 8 and 9  
 
Plastics and the 
environment  

 
 
 
A Planet Full of Plastic – 
Neal Layton 

 
 
 

Information text 

DK Find out about Climate 
Change.  

 
 
Why is snot sticky?  
Feet First (optional Y4 SAT 
2003) 

 
 

Feet First (optional Y4 SAT 
2003) 
 

 
 
Informal letter/ email 

Letter from Howard Carter 
to Aunties and replies 

Information text  

The silly book of side-
splitting stuff - Andy 
Seed  

 
 
 
A day in the life of a 
poo, gnu and You - 
Mike Barfield.  

 
 
 

Non-chronological report  

Footprints in Space2003 Optional 
Y5 SATs  
Can we live in Space? 
The New Explorers 

 
 
Flying high Y7 optional SAT paper  
Circus for Young people and The 
Triple Somersault (pages 4-7)  

 
 
On dangerous ground Y6 SAT 2007 
(page 4- 5) 
Volcanoes  
 
Eye witness account 

2007 – On dangerous ground SAT 
(page 6-7)  
Pliny the Younger  
Pompeii 

 
 
Scientific report 

Potato, lemon and bread roll – 
Which will act as a battery? 
Modification of exemplification 
material for end of KS2 writing. 
 
 
 

Non-chronological report  

Stranger than 
Fiction? 
Year 7 optional SAT  
The Bermuda 
Triangle 
A natural 
explanation 2004 
(Pages 4, 12 and 
14)  
 
The Battle of 
Britain  
 
The Second World 
War - fighting for 
freedom (Imperial 
War Museum) 
 
 
Heroes of the 
Titanic 
 
The story of the 
unsinkable Titanic  

The Oaks Disaster 
1866 – A living 
history 
 
What lies beneath 
your feet – optional 
Y7 SAT 2005 
(Pages 3-8) 
 
 
Newspapers and 
Magazine  
Historical Headlines – 
WW2 newspapers 
The News Shed - weekly newspapers 
(online) 
The Week - Junior magazine 
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To 
persuade 

Letter 

Letter to Santa from the 3 little 
pigs 

Persuasive letter  

Persuasive letter to Santa 

 

Persuasive leaflet 

Midhampton Museum 
leaflet  
Y2 SAT 2003 

 
 

If I never forever 
endeavour -review. 
 
 

Persuasive adverts  

Five Palms Hotel  
Delicious Crisps 

Letter of complaint  

SpongeBob complaints 
Dept  
Harry Potter Snape 
complaint 

Persuasive speech 

Martin Luther King Jr 
‘I have a dream.’  
Winston Churchill 
‘We shall fight on the beaches.’  
Greta Thunberg  
‘You did not act in time.’ 

Persuasive letters and leaflets 

Walle advert 
Easter egg advert 
Monster Truck advert  
School Bell letter 
 

Making Cartoons  
Y7 Optional SAT 2006 (pages 6-13) 

 
 

To 
discuss 

Instructions 

Food, Glorious Food : This is How we 
Keep Healthy (DK books)   
How to make a jam sandwich  

 
 

Instructions 

Year 2 SATs paper 2003  
Making a paper sunflower  
Page 18 

 

Instructions 

How to tie your shoelaces  
Instructions  

Making a treasure map 
(optional SAT for year 3 – 
2003). 

 

Explanation text  
How pointe shoes came 
to be – modification of 
exemplification material 
for end of KS2 writing 
 
Biography 
How to be extra-
ordinary - Rashmi 
Sirdeshpande 

 
 
 
Anne Frank (Little People 
Big Dreams) Maria Isabel 
Sanchez Vegara 

 

Balanced argument  

Should dogs be kept on leads? 
 
Biography 

Martin Luther King – Little Leaders  

 
Little Leaders – Bold Women in 
Black History  

 
 
 
 
 

Biography 

Anne Frank – The young girl who told 
the world her story 

 
 
Balanced argument  

Should the school day be lengthened? 
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To 
describe  

The bad-tempered ladybird.  
The very greedy bee 
Barry the fish with fingers  
Titch (big book) 
Funnybones  
Daisy eat your peas. 
 

Key Texts  
 
Judith Kerr 

 
Julia Donaldson

 

 

Roald Dahl  
 

 
 
Julia Donaldson 

 
Michael Rosen  

 
 
Judith Kerr 

 

Roald Dahl  

 

 

 

 

 

Michael Morpurgo  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Roald Dahl  

 

 
 

 

Roald Dahl  

 

 

 
 

 

Michael Morpurgo 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 


