Marjorie Lee Browne, 1914-1979

What Marjorie did: Gifted African-American mathematician and
educator Marjorie Lee Browne was the first black woman to gain a
doctorate in maths. She joined the faculty at North Carolina
Central University, shortly after obtaining her Ph.D, where she
taught for over thirty years. She was named chair of the
Mathematics Department there in 1951, which allowed her to
guide the way for some of the earliest computer use in her field.
Marjorie’s impact: She noted that the lack of involvement of
black women in STEM subjects was a huge societal issue that
needed to be addressed and believed that education was a viable
solution. She took advantage of her position as department chair at
NCCU to gain a grant to educate secondary school teachers in
advanced maths and spent much of her time with local secondary
school teachers teaching them about linear algebra, encouraging
them to study and obtain advanced degrees and improving the
level of maths education as a whole in North Carolina. Her
dedication to inspiring confidence in female mathematicians and

providing quality education to others for the greater good, has
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helped her to become a role model for

women in STEM everywhere.

“If | had to live my life
again, | wouldn’t do
anything else. | love
mathematics.”







