Dame Mary Lucy Cartwright, 1900-1998

What she did: Mary Cartwright was a British mathematician and
a woman of many firsts! She was not only the first woman to
obtain a first in her university degree, but also one of the first
mathematicians to study what is now known as chaos theory. She
was the first woman to receive the Sylvester Medal (awarded for
the encouragement of mathematical research), the first woman to
be President of the Mathematical Association and the first woman
to be President of the London Mathematical Society.

Mary’s impact: Thanks to her bravery in daring to defy the status
quo, her work has gone on to strongly influence the modern theory
of dynamical systems, and she even has a mathematical theorem

named after her!




