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Title and Author Front Cover Area of Maths  Other topics 

covered 

Brief overview and suggestions 

FILTHY FRANNY AND 

THE 4 FAERY FLEAS 

Author: M.W. Penn  

Illustrator: Mike Linton 

 Number recognition Story telling Franny likes to swing from tree limbs, chase lizards and play in mud, but 

she doesn't like to take baths. When she wishes for a Faery Godmother 

to whisk her away to far off lands, the fates instead send her the much 

more appropriate Faery Fleas. Join Franny and fleas- Freddie, Frankie, 

Frieda and Flo- on a jolly journey through the digits. 

ONE 

Author: Kathryn Otoshi 

Illustrator: Kathryn Otoshi 

 

 

Number recognition Colours 

Wellbeing – 

accepting 

differences 

Blue is a quiet colour. Red’s a hothead who likes to pick on Blue. Yellow, 

Orange, Green, and Purple don’t like what they see, but what can they 

do? When no one speaks up, things get out of hand — until One comes 

along and shows all the colours how to stand up, stand together, and 

count. As budding young readers learn about numbers, counting, and 

primary and secondary colours, they also learn about accepting each 

other's differences and how it sometimes just takes one voice to make 

everyone count. 

ONE THING 

Author: Lauren Child 

Illustrator: Lauren Child 

 

 

Number recognition 

Counting  

Families 

Everyday life 

Charlie and Lola return in a brilliant picture book to introduce the non-

scary nature of counting and sums to very young children. Perfectly 

funny and perfectly formed, this sees top negotiator Lola take on 

numbers in everyday life and bend them to her endearing and unique will.  

PINK TIANA COOKIES 

FOR THREE 

Author: Maria Dismondy  

Illustrator: Cary Pillo  

 

One more 

Number recognition 

Odd and Even Numbers 

Friendships 

Sharing 

Sami and Stella are best friends and neighbours. When Jasmine moves in 

across the street, a friendship triangle begins. The girls learn how to 

adjust and make room for one more. 

https://twitter.com/KathrynOtoshi
https://twitter.com/KathrynOtoshi
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SIDNEY THE SILLY WHO 

ONLY EATS 6 

Author: M.W. Penn  

Illustrator: Sarah Tomer 

 

 

Number recognition 

 

Comparisons 

Rhyme 

Feelings  

Sharing 

Compromises 

A fairy-tale of numbers and comparison in rhyme. Young King Sidney will 

only eat 6 of anything, posing a problem for the talented palace chef. 

Chef Brolly from Brixes is frustrated when he can only make sixes and 

finally quits, leaving Sidney hungry and a bit sad. In the end, Sidney 

learns two important lessons: to divide almost anything into six portions 

and also to compromise. 

THE TWINS TWO BY 

TWO 

Author: Catherine and 

Laurence Anholt 

Illustrator: Catherine and 

Laurence Anholt 

 

 Number Recognition 

Pairs 

Noah’s Ark 

Pairs 

Routines 

When twins Minnie and Max are read a story about the pairs of animals 

in Noah's Ark, it gives them an idea for a lively bedtime game. On the 

stairs, they're tigers; in the bathroom, they splash like crocodiles. But 

when Dad tucks them up, they curl up like two little mice and fall fast 

asleep. 

TWO 

Author: Kathryn Otoshi 

Illustrator: Kathryn Otoshi 

 

 

Number recognition Friendship 

Loss 

Two is best friends with One. Whenever they'd get the chance, they'd 

dance! She'd sing and snap. He'd tappity-tap. What a pair they made! At 

the end of each day, they'd always say, "ONE, TWO, I'll count on you, 

'til the end, we'll be best friends." Until Three jumps in between them . . 

. Suddenly One only wants to play with Three. "ONE, THREE, odds we'll 

be!" they chant. Two feels left out. But what can she do?  

TWO IS FOR TWINS 

Author: Wendy Cheyette 

Lewison   

Illustrator: Hiroe Nakata 

 Number Recognition 

Subitising two 

Pairs 

Everyday objects 

in pairs 

"What makes two? All sorts of things. A bicycle's wheels. A bluebird's 

wings. And twins, as you can plainly see, Are just as two as two can be."  

ABU ALI COUNTS HIS 

DONKEYS 

Author: Dorothy Van 

Woerkom 

Illustrator: Harry Horse 

 One-to-one 

correspondence 

Counting 

Losing things 

Friendships 

Abu Ali buys nine donkeys at the fair. But when he stops on the ride 

home, he can only count eight. Then he counts again and there are nine ... 

Can his friend Musa solve the mystery? 

https://twitter.com/KathrynOtoshi
https://twitter.com/KathrynOtoshi
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COUNT OFF, SQUEAK 

SCOUTS! 

Author: Laura Driscoll 

Illustrator: Deborah 

Melmon 

  

One-to-one 

correspondence 

Going on a trip The Squeak Scouts are taking their very first field trip to the attic, and 

Albert is determined to bring home something special for his souvenir 

collection. Luckily, the attic is full of mysterious surprises! 

CRASH! BOOM! 

Author: Robie H. Harris 

Illustrator: Chris 

Chatterton 

 

 

One-to-one 

correspondence 

Size – tall 

Balance 

Resilience A lively introduction to essential maths concepts for very young readers. 

Elephant wants to build something tall. Something as tall as Elephant. But 

will it stay up? CRASH! BOOM! No, not this time... Hmmm... Build it 

again? 1 block. 2 blocks? 4 blocks? It’s still not as tall as Elephant. More 

blocks! Now will it stay up? Now will it be as tall as Elephant? Build, 

balance and count; question, estimate, measure; predict, crash, and build 

again with Elephant and a bucket full of blocks.  

FIVE SILLY FISHERMEN 

Author: Roberta Edwards 

Illustrator: Sylvie 

Wickstrom 

 

 One-to-one 

correspondence 

 

Water  

Water safety 

Five fishermen go out in a boat and think that only four come back, until 

they realize the silly counting mistake they have made. 

SEAWEED SOUP 

Author: Stuart J. Murphy 

Illustrator: Frank 

Remkiewicz 

 

 

One-to-one 

correspondence 

Food 

Feelings 

Being considerate 

It's slimy. It's smelly. Its green and it's gooey. It's seaweed soup - and 

its Turtle's favourite lunch! Turtle has made enough seaweed soup for 

everyone. But it looks awful and smells worse! Nobody wants to even 

taste it. How can they tell Turtle without hurting his feelings? As Turtle 

serves lunch to his reluctant guests, young readers can learn about 

matching sets (also called one-to-one correspondence) by keeping track 

of all the different bowls, cups, spoons, and napkins on the table.  

https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/interview_laura_driscoll.html
https://twitter.com/debmelmon
https://twitter.com/debmelmon
http://www.sylviekantorovitz.com/books.html
http://www.sylviekantorovitz.com/books.html
https://twitter.com/vizlearning
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THE RIGHT PLACE FOR 

ALBERT 

Author: Daphne Skinner 

Illustrator: Deborah 

Melmon 

 

 One-to-one 

correspondence 

Relationships 

Visits 

Today is the day - it's Albert's first trip to the People Kitchen! He and 

his big sister, Wanda, Wanda will hunt for all kinds of crumbs, treats, 

and goodies. But first, Albert has to find a place to hide from Groucho 

the cat!  

5 LITTLE DUCKS 

Author: Denise Fleming 

Illustrator: Denise Fleming 

 

 

Counting forwards to 

and backwards from 

10/20 

 

 

Days of the week 

Families 

Relationships 

Featuring a flock of oh-so-adorable fuzzy ducklings, this delightfully 

fresh take on the classic Five Little Ducks nursery rhyme emphasizes 

numbers and the days of the week and these lucky ducklings are doted 

on by a loving Papa Duck as well as the traditional Mama. Young readers 

won’t be able to resist counting and quacking along! 

10 EASTER EGG 

HUNTERS 

Author: Janet Schulman 

Illustrator: Linda Davick 

 

 Counting forwards to 

and backwards from 

10/20 

Easter 

Traditions 

The adorable kids from the New York Times bestseller 10 Trick-or-

Treaters are back and they're counting their way to Easter! Can you help 

them find all of the eggs the Easter Bunny has hidden in time for the 

Easter Parade? 

10 FAT TURKEYS 

Author: Tony Johnston  

Illustrator: Rich Deas  

 

 Counting forwards to 

and backwards from 

10/20 

Thanksgiving 

Different 

traditions and 

cultures 

Gobble gobble up this board book for a Thanksgiving treat! Girls and 

boys will gobble up this hilarious counting story about ten goofy turkeys 

roller-skating on a fence, doing a noodle dance, and more!  

10 GULAB JAMUNS 

Author: Sandhya Acharya 

Illustrator: Vanessa 

Alexandre 

 

 Counting forwards to 

and backwards from 

10/20 

Adventure stories 

India – culture 

Food 

Join two adorable brothers in a fun-filled adventure and discover a tasty 

sweet from India! Idu (Ee-doo) and Adu (Aa-doo) are very excited. 

Guests are coming over for dinner and their Mamma has already cooked a 

lot. Next, she is cooking Gulab Jamuns, but Idu and Adu don't know what 

Gulab Jamuns are. Before long, they discover just how good these 

wonderful golden, sugary syrup-soaked balls are and how quickly they 

https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/interview_deborah_melmon.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/interview_deborah_melmon.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/counting-forwards-to-and-backwards-from-1020.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/counting-forwards-to-and-backwards-from-1020.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/counting-forwards-to-and-backwards-from-1020.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/counting-forwards-to-and-backwards-from-1020.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/counting-forwards-to-and-backwards-from-1020.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/counting-forwards-to-and-backwards-from-1020.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/counting-forwards-to-and-backwards-from-1020.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/counting-forwards-to-and-backwards-from-1020.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/counting-forwards-to-and-backwards-from-1020.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/counting-forwards-to-and-backwards-from-1020.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/counting-forwards-to-and-backwards-from-1020.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/counting-forwards-to-and-backwards-from-1020.html
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melt in their mouths. But Mamma has only made 10 Gulab Jamuns. Will 

they last until their guests come?  

EMMA'S BIG COUNTING 

Author: JL Cornish 

Illustrator: n/a 

 

 Counting forwards to 

and backwards from 100 

Estimating 

Friendships A story to develop counting, estimating, grouping and place value 

knowledge. Emma LOVES counting! When she goes over to Leo's house 

they decide to count his big collection of cars. But should they count 

each car one-by-one, or is there an easier way? Join Emma and Leo as 

they learn how to group big numbers to make it accurate and easy to 

count. Includes discussion questions and optional learning activities to 

help deepen understanding and further develop number sense.  

PEG + CAT THE EID AL-

ADHA ADVENTURE 

Author: Jennifer Oxley and 

Billy Aronson 

Illustrator: Jennifer Oxley 

and Billy Aronson 

 

 

Comparing and Ordering 

Numbers; Fraction 

Different cultures 

Religion 

Islam 

Sharing 

Balancing 

It's Eid al-Adha, a very special holiday for Yasmina and Amir, who invite 

their friends Peg and Cat to check it out. After they all rock out with 

some singing, it’s time to head to the celebration, where there’s so much 

food waiting! Amir explains that an important part of celebrating Eid al-

Adha is dividing the meat into three equal parts, one third to be shared 

with someone who has less. But with all three bowls of meatballs holding 

different amounts, they’ve got a BIG PROBLEM! Thanks to a balancing 

scale, a trip to a soup kitchen, and an unexpected visit to a housebound 

neighbour, Peg and Cat learn all about the concept of taking from where 

there’s more and giving to where there’s less. Even Cat discovers how 

awesome giving can be. Eid Mubarak! 

THE PERFECT SPLIT  

Author: Lori Haskins 

Houran 

Illustrator: Deborah 

Melmon 

  

Comparing and Ordering 

Numbers; Fraction 

Division 

Sharing 

Winning and losing 

 

Melty's has games! Pizza! Prizes! Albert and Leo promise to split 

everything evenly, from the food to the tickets to the prizes. But some 

things just can't be split. When it comes to one special prize--winner 

takes all!   

EMMA'S COUNTING 

Author: JL Cornish 

Illustrator: n/a 

 

 Addition & Subtraction 

Counting forwards to 

and backwards from 

10/20 

Number Bonds 

Everyday maths Emma is a little girl who loves to count - in fact she sees numbers almost 

everywhere! She sees them in her food, in her drawings and even playing 

outside. She loves to challenge her mind by breaking numbers into lots of 

different parts.  

https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/counting-forwards-to-and-backwards-from-100.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/counting-forwards-to-and-backwards-from-100.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/estimating.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/comparing-and-ordering-numbers.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/comparing-and-ordering-numbers.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/fraction.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/interview_deborah_melmon.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/interview_deborah_melmon.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/comparing-and-ordering-numbers.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/comparing-and-ordering-numbers.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/fraction.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/division.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/addition--subtraction.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/counting-forwards-to-and-backwards-from-1020.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/counting-forwards-to-and-backwards-from-1020.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/counting-forwards-to-and-backwards-from-1020.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/number-bond.html
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COCKATOOS 

Author: Quentin Blake  

Illustrator: Quentin Blake  

 

 

Addition & 

Subtraction; Counting 

forwards to and 

backwards from 10/20 

Animals 

Worries / feelings 

The eccentric and absent-minded Professor Dupont is the proud but 

worried owner of ten cockatoos. The birds play tricks on the Professor 

and hide from him. He can't see them anywhere ... but maybe you can. 

GRANDFATHER OWL 

Author: Eun-hee Na 

Illustrator: Sook-gyeong 

Kim 

 

 

Addition & Subtraction Animals 

Families 

Relationships 

Grandfather Owl is delighted when his oak tree becomes home for some 

baby animals. He loves to count them while he watches them grow up.  

HANDA'S SURPRISE 

Author: Eileen Browne  

Illustrator: Eileen Browne  

 

 

Addition & Subtraction Cultures 

Kenya 

Food 

Animals 

Stealing 

This is the story of Handa, who's part of the Luo tribe in south-west 

Kenya. Handa decides to take seven pieces of delicious fruit to her 

friend, Akeyo, who lives in the neighbouring village. But as Akeyo 

wonders, I wonder what fruit Akeyo will like best?, a series of sneaky 

animals steal something from Handa's basket, which she's carrying on 

her head...When Handa reaches Akeyo, will she have anything left to 

offer her friend 

RUNNING AN ERRAND 

Author: In-sook Kim 

Illustrator: Do-gyeong Kim 

 

 

Addition & Subtraction Animals 

Neighbours 

Luke the piglet loves to run errands. His mum asks him to go to the shop 

to buy her an egg. His errand to the shop turns into an errand for 

several neighbours! It seems everybody needs eggs today. Luke needs to 

do some addition when he gets to the shop. Does he get the right number 

of eggs? Does everyone get the eggs they need?  

https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/addition--subtraction.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/addition--subtraction.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/counting-forwards-to-and-backwards-from-1020.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/counting-forwards-to-and-backwards-from-1020.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/counting-forwards-to-and-backwards-from-1020.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/addition--subtraction.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/addition--subtraction.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/addition--subtraction.html
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TEN MONKEY JAMBOREE 

Author: Dianne Ochiltree 

Illustrator: Anne-Sophie 

Lanquetin 

 

 Addition & 

Subtraction; Counting 

forwards to and 

backwards from 10/20 

Animals 

Jungle 

'Monkey fun takes more than one!' says the monkey in the jungle tree. 

Soon nine of his friends join him in a tail-tangling, tree-dangling 

jamboree! In this cheerful, whimsical romp, readers explore just how 

many combinations of monkeys will add up to ten. Accompanying the 

amusing and captivating illustrations, the rhythmic text twirls and spins 

as much as the monkeys, and makes a perfect read-aloud for the very 

young. 

THE DEDUCTIVE 

DETECTIVE 

Author: Brian Rock 

Illustrator: Sherry Rogers 

 

 Subtraction Stealing 

Animals 

Someone stole a cake from the cake contest - who could it be? Twelve 

animal bakers are potential suspects but Detective Duck uses his 

deductive reasoning skills to -quack- the case. After all, the thief left 

hairs behind so the thief wasn't a bird. Follow along as he subtracts each 

suspect one at a time to reveal just who the culprit was. This clever 

story will have children of all ages giggling at the puns and the play on 

words. 

WHILE MUMMY HEN 

WAS AWAY  

Author: Young So You 

Illustrator: Byeong Ho Han 

 

 

Addition & Subtraction Rhyme 

Farmyard animals 

Families 

Separation 

This clever and humorous book encourages children to practise counting 

from 1 to 5. It also teaches them simple addition and subtraction 

skills. The rhyming story features familiar farmyard animals. It follows 

Mummy Hen’s five little eggs as they are separated and reunited by a 

host of curious characters. 

EMMA'S GROUPING 

Author: JL Cornish 

Illustrator: n/a 

 

 Multiplication; Division Sharing 

Equal 

Emma loves to learn about groups that she sees around her. She sees 

equal groups when sharing pancakes with her family, buying snacks at the 

shops and even when picking plants in her garden! Join Emma as she 

learns some flexible ways to find the total of equal groups.  

BEEP, VROOM VROOM! 

Author: Stuart J. Murphy 

Illustrator: Chris Demarest 

 

 

Patterns Colours The yellow cars beep! The red cars vroom! As Molly plays with her big 

brother’s toy cars, readers will see and recognize patterns, an essential 

first step in learning to reason from the specific to the general. But can 

Molly put the cars back in the right order before her brother returns? 

https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/interview_dianne_ochiltree.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/addition--subtraction.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/addition--subtraction.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/counting-forwards-to-and-backwards-from-1020.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/counting-forwards-to-and-backwards-from-1020.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/counting-forwards-to-and-backwards-from-1020.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/addition--subtraction.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/addition--subtraction.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/multiplication.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/division.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/patterns.html
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BIRTHDAY BEEPS AND 

BOOPS 

Author: The Purdue 

University Science and 

Stories Collaborative  

Illustrator: Kristina 

Tartara 

 

 

Patterns Birthdays 

Colours 

 Zoe the Parrot sets up a surprise party. Whose birthday is Zoe 

celebrating, anyway? Together, Zoe and Clara use the secret birthday 

girl’s favourite colours to decorate the party in different patterns 

before the big reveal. This book enriches the familiar setting of 

birthday parties with beautiful colours and patterns.  

BUSY BUGS 

Author: Jayne Harvey 

Illustrator: Bernard Adnet 

 

 Patterns Bugs 

Rhyme 

The silly bugs are having a party. There is so much to do! The simple 

rhyming text and the quirky and cute bug characters make learning about 

patterns easy and fun! 

BUSY, BUSY, BUSY! 

Author: Haneul Ddang 

Illustrator: Seong-ji Hong 

 

 

Patterns Animals 

Nature 

The animals in the forest are very busy. They are making beautiful 

repeating patterns with fruits and flowers, sounds, and colours. What 

are all these patterns for? Why are they all so busy? Are they getting 

ready for a party? 

EMMA'S PATTERNS 

Author: JL Cornish 

Illustrator: n/a 

 

 Patterns Everyday patterns Emma loves to learn about different patterns that she can see around 

her. She sees patterns when making a necklace, walking down her street 

and when learning about the number 10 at school! Join Emma as she 

creates, continues and identifies different geometric and number 

patterns! Includes optional discussion questions and learning activities to 

further develop understanding. 

HOORAY FOR FISH! 

Author: Lucy Cousins 

Illustrator: Lucy Cousins 

 

 Counting forwards to 

and backwards from 

10/20; Patterns; Sorting 

& Classifying 

Underwater Paddle along with Little Fish on a mesmerizing underwater tour of 

friends spotty and stripy, happy and gripy, hairy and scary, even curly 

whirly and twisty twirly. From the creator of Maisy comes an eye-popping 

picture book that is sure to have little ones joining the chorus: Hooray 

for fish! 

https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/patterns.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/patterns.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/patterns.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/patterns.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/counting-forwards-to-and-backwards-from-1020.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/counting-forwards-to-and-backwards-from-1020.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/counting-forwards-to-and-backwards-from-1020.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/patterns.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/sorting--classifying.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/sorting--classifying.html
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PATTERN BUGS 

Author: Trudy Harris  

Illustrator: Anne Canevari 

Green 

 

 

Patterns Art 

 

Patterns galore! In this book for young children, the concept of patterns 

is delightfully introduced with both graphics and text. The text 

indicates the pattern to be discovered through repeated words, and the 

illustrations reinforce the pattern with many different cues such as the 

other objects in the scene and the borders around the first piece of art 

in each pattern.  

SLEEPOVER 

SIMILARITIES 

Author: The Purdue 

University Science and 

Stories Collaborative  

Illustrator: Kristina 

Tartara 

 

 

Patterns Sleepovers 

Friendships 

Zoe the Parrot goes to Clara the Chameleon’s house for her first 

sleepover. They’re both excited for this new adventure, but Zoe misses 

her own home. Fortunately, through the power of patterns and 

imagination, Clara reveals how similar their houses really are! It a 

hopeful story about friendship and is designed to help young children 

learn early patterning skills. It shows that things using different colours 

or shapes can still have the same pattern. 

EMMA'S FRACTIONS 

Author: JL Cornish 

Illustrator: n/a 

 

 Fraction Quantities 

Equal 

Sharing 

Families 

Emma is learning how to break quantities into equal parts. She practises 

when she plays with her brother, at school and even at her birthday 

party! Join Emma as she learns how to use repeated halving to break the 

whole into halves, quarters and eighths. Includes discussion questions 

and optional learning activities to help deepen understanding with your 

child or students. Emma's Fractions is part of a series that includes 

Emma's Counting and Emma's BIG Counting. 

PEG + CAT THE PIZZA 

PROBLEM 

Author: Jennifer Oxley and 

Billy Aronson 

Illustrator: Jennifer Oxley 

and Billy Aronson 

 

 

Fraction Equal What do fractions have to do with pizza? It's lunchtime at Peg's Pizza 

Place! Peg and Cat are excited to take their first order -- from the 

Teens! -- only to learn that some customers want a whole pizza while one 

of them wants half a pie. How can Peg and Cat make half a pie when they 

don't know what half is? Peg is totally freaking out -- until Cat reminds 

her that when it comes to halves and wholes, it's all in how you slice it. 

https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/patterns.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/patterns.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/fraction.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/fraction.html
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CIRCUS SHAPES 

Author: Stuart J. Murphy 

Illustrator: Edward Miller 

 

 

2D shapes Circus 

Animals 

First the elephants form a circle, then the monkeys make a square. 

Circus shapes are everywhere! Can you find all the circles, squares, 

triangles and rectangles? Recognizing shapes is the beginning of 

geometric thinking. 

COULD YOU LIFT UP 

YOUR BOTTOM? 

Author: Hee-jung Chang 

Illustrator: Sung-hwa 

Chung 

  

2D shapes Animals A gust of wind has blown Frog’s hat off of her head - and now it’s stuck 

under Elephant’s bottom. Elephant is hungry and won’t budge until Frog 

feeds him all kinds of delicious foods with unusual shapes. Will a fresh 

bagel entice Elephant to lift up his bottom - or will Frog need to figure 

out a more creative way to retrieve her hat? Elementary math concepts 

that relate to differentiating, naming, and combining shapes expand this 

clever story about creative problem-solving. 

LOVE, TRIANGLE 

Author: Marcie Colleen 

Illustrator: Bob Shea 

 

 

2D shapes Friendships Since they were a dot and a speck, Circle and Square have been best 

friends.... Then someone new comes along: a cool, exciting Triangle. And 

three starts to feel like a crowd ... With their friendship bent out of 

shape, can they put it back together again? 

ROUND IS A 

MOONCAKE: A BOOK OF 

SHAPES 

Author: Roseanne Thong  

Illustrator: Grace Lin  

  

2D shapes Asia 

Different cultures 

Rhyme 

A little girl's urban neighbourhood becomes a discovery ground for all 

things round, square and rectangular in this lyrical picture book. Most 

items are Asian in origin, others universal: round rice bowls and a found 

pebble, square dim sum and the boxes that the pizzas come in, 

rectangular Chinese lace and a very special pencil case. Bright, whimsical 

art accompanies the narrative rhyme and a short glossary adds cultural 

significance to the objects featured in the book. Perfect for read-alouds 

or one-on-one sharing. 

SHAPE SPOTTERS 

Author: Megan E. Bryant 

Illustrator:  Sami Sweete 

 

 2D shapes School Ms. Carey’s class is looking for shapes in their school. Rectangles, 

triangles, circles, and squares are just a few of the shapes that they 

find.  
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https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/2d-shapes.html
https://twitter.com/MarcieColleen1?lang=en
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/2d-shapes.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/2d-shapes.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/2d-shapes.html


EYFS Reading book list for Maths 
 

A DAY AT GRANDMA’S   

Author: Mi-ae Lee 

Illustrator: Yang-sook Choi 

 

 Time telling & Days of 

the week 

Families 

Relationships 

Rpoutines 

Yujin is spending the day at her grandmother’s house. She is busy, and 

there are many fun things to explore! But from dawn to dusk, she thinks 

about - and misses - her mama at home. The day seems long, until she’s 

home ... and happy again in her mother’s arms. Elementary concepts of 

time and routines that link to different times of the day expand this 

gentle story about the strong bonds that link parent and child. 

RABBIT'S PAJAMA 

PARTY 

Author: Stuart J. Murphy 

Illustrator: Frank 

Remkiewicz 

  

Time Telling & Days of 

the Week  

Parties 

Animals 

Rabbit throws the best sleep over parties! There's pizza, hot fudge 

sundaes, sleeping bags, scary stories and more. Can you remember what 

happened first? Then next? And after that? Sequencing is a key concept 

in math as well as story comprehension. 

JUST ENOUGH EGGS 

Author: Angela M. Isaacs 

with the Purdue Early 

Achievement Research Labs 

Illustrator: Matt Dye 

  

Measurement 

Comparison 

Birthdays It’s Bear’s birthday. But Lucy’s cake falls flat and the party will be a flop 

unless they can bake a just-right cake in this book about everyday math 

and perseverance. The Little Elephants’ Big Adventures series teaches 

early childhood math with fun adventures filled with mathematical 

words. 

PICNIC WITH SOME 

PEANUTS 

Author: Angela M. Isaacs 

with the Purdue Early 

Achievement Research Labs 

Illustrator: Matt Dye 

 

 

Measurement 

Comparison 

Problem solving Uh-oh, where's Bear? In this new math adventure story, Benjamin and 

Lucy must solve the mystery to save their picnic and their pal in this 

picture book about everyday math and problem-solving. The Little 

Elephants’ Big Adventures series teaches early childhood math with fun 

adventures filled with mathematical words. 

https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/time-telling-8203-days-of-the-week-8203.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/time-telling-8203-days-of-the-week-8203.html
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http://www.remkiewicz.com/
http://www.remkiewicz.com/
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/time-telling-8203-days-of-the-week-8203.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/time-telling-8203-days-of-the-week-8203.html
https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/measurement-comparison.html
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https://www.mathsthroughstories.org/measurement-comparison.html
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TOO MANY PILLOWS 

Author: Angela M. Isaacs 

with the Purdue Early 

Achievement Research Labs 

Illustrator: Matt Dye 

  

Measurement 

Comparison 

Friendships 

Teamwork  

Benjamin is worried he’ll forget something for their camping trip. He has 

so many things in his backpack that - CRASH - he falls down! They’ll have 

to work together to lighten both his pack and his worries in this picture 

book about everyday math and facing your fears. The Little Elephants’ 

Big Adventures series teaches early childhood math with fun adventures 

filled with mathematical words. 

IT'S A SEASHELL DAY 

Author: Dianne Ochiltree 

Illustrator: Elliot Kreloff 

 

 Counting forwards to 

and backwards from 

10/20; Sorting & 

Classifying 

Families 

Relationships 

Sunny-as-a-summer-sky rhymes chronicle a mother and son sharing a day 

of sand digging, seashell collecting, and seashore exploring. Kids will 

learn about a variety of shells and count along with the boy as he totals 

up his collection, puts his shells away, and then drifts off into a well-

earned bedtime. A spread of seashell facts caps off the story. This 

captivating, narrative nonfiction title featuring nature and counting is an 

ideal fit for home, preschool and kindergarten bookshelves. Pair it with 

the author’s beloved It’s a Firefly Night for a delightful day-to-night 

duo. 

 

Please note, this is a library of suggested book ideas for EYFS. Our teachers have access to this resource and select books that are appropriate and suitable for their children.  
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