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Task 5: Expressive Reading 

Have a listen and watch as some famous actors and 

actresses read chapters of James and the Giant Peach:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPPBUXEAvZNrTNXUJ4WHIKA  

(My Favourite so far is Episode 2 with Meryl Streep and Benedict 

Cumberbatch as James' Aunts!) 

  Practice your expressive reading and character voices by reading part of the book or the 

extract below out loud to someone: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPPBUXEAvZNrTNXUJ4WHIKA
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Task 6: James and the Giant Peach Similes 

 

 

1)  

 

2) 

 

3) 

 

4) 

 

5) 
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Task 7: James and the Giant Peach Adjectives 

 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

Can you think of any other fruit to describe in an interesting 

way? 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 
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Task 8: James and the Giant Peach Dialogue 

 

Can you continue the conversation or have another conversation 

between 2 different insects? 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 
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Task 9:  The Twits - Mrs Twit Gets a Stretching 

Read the following extract from The Twits and answer the comprehension 

questions too 

    Mr Twit led Mrs Twit outdoors where he had everything ready for 

the great stretching. He had one hundred balloons and lots of string. 

He had a glass cylinder for filling balloons. He had fixed an iron ring 

to the ground. “Stand here,” he said, pointing to the iron ring. When 

that was done, he began filling the balloons with gas. Each balloon 

was on a long string and when it was filled with gas it pulled on its 

string, trying to go up and up. Mr Twit tied the ends of the strings 

to the top half of Mrs Twit’s body. Some he tied round her neck, 

some he tied under her arms, some to her wrists and some even to 

her hair. Soon there were fifty coloured balloons floating in the air 

above Mrs Twit’s head. “Can you feel them stretching you?” asked 

Mr Twit. 

“I can! I can!” cried Mrs Twit. “They’re stretching me like mad”. 

He put on another ten balloons. The upward pull became very strong. 

Mrs Twit was quite helpless now. With her feet tied to the ground 

and her arms pulled upwards by the balloons, she was unable to move. 

She was a prisoner, and Mr Twit had intended to go away and leave 

her when Mrs Twit opened her big mouth and said something silly. 

“Are you sure my feet are tied properly to the ground?” she gasped. 

“If those strings around my ankles break, it’ll be goodbye for me!” 

And that’s what gave Mr Twit his second nasty idea. 
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1) How many balloons did Mr Twit have? 

___________________________________________________ 

 

2) Which of Mrs Twit’s body parts to Mr Twit tie the balloons to? 

___________________________________________________ 

 

3) Why does Roald Dahl write that Mrs Twit was ‘like a prisoner’? 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

4) What do you think Mr Twit’s second nasty idea could be? 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

5) Why does the author use the word ‘gasped’ instead of ‘said’ when 

Mrs Twit asks if her feet are tied to the ground properly? 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
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Task 10: The Twits - Mrs Twit Goes Ballooning Up 

Read the following extract from The Twits and answer the comprehension 

questions too 

“There’s enough pull here to take me to the moon!” Mrs Twit cried out. 

“To take you to the moon!” exclaimed Mr Twit. “What a ghastly thought! We 

wouldn’t want anything like that to happen, oh dear me no!” 

“We most certainly wouldn’t!” cried Mrs Twit. “Put some more string around my 

ankles quickly! I want to feel absolutely safe!” 

“Very well, my angel,” said Mr Twit, and with a ghoulish grin on his lips he knelt 

down at her feet. He took a knife from his pocket and with one quick slash he 

cut through the string holding Mrs Twit’s ankles to the iron ring. She went up 

like a rocket. 

“Help!” she screamed. “Save me!” 

But there was no saving her now. In a few seconds she was high up in the blue 

sky and climbing fast.  

Mr Twit stood below looking up. “What a pretty sight!” he said to himself. “How 

lovely all those balloons look in the sky! And what a marvellous bit of luck for 

me! At last the old hag is lost and gone forever.” 

   Mrs Twit may have been ugly and she may have been beastly, but she was not 

stupid. High up there in the sky, she had a bright idea. “If I can get rid of some 

of these balloons, I will stop going up and start to come down,” she said to 

herself. She began biting through the strings that held the balloons to her 

wrists and arms and neck and hair. Each time she bit through a string and let 

the balloon float away, the upward pull got less and her rate of climb slowed 

down. When she had bitten through twenty strings, she stopped going up 

altogether. She stayed still in the air. She bit through one more string. Very, 

very slowly, she began to float downwards. 
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1. What did Mr Twit do to Mrs Twit which sent her up into 

the sky? 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 

2. How do we know that Mrs Twit was scared when she went 

into the sky? 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 

3. Why did Mr Twit send Mrs Twit up? 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 

4. Find the simile in the text. 

___________________________________________________ 

 

5. What did Mrs Twit do to get herself down? 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 

6. How many strings did Mrs Twit bite through, to make 

herself still in the air? 

 

___________________________________________________ 
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Task 11: The Twits Making Mischief 

   Mr and Mrs Twit play many nasty tricks on each other throughout the book.  

Read extracts one and two to find out about some of them: 
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Responding to the text... 
 

1) Using Extract 1 only: 

a) Why does Roald Dahl create the image of the ‘Giant Skillywiggler’? 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

b)  Can you identify where Roald Dahl (through Mr Twit) uses fear to enhance the trick? 

E.g. ‘It’ll bite off your toes!’ Why does he do this? 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

c) How does Roald Dahl (through Mr Twit) use exaggeration to enhance the trick? 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

d) Work through the following task (highlight and focus on Extract 1): 

 
Thinking about both extracts now... 

 

2) Which do you think is the worst trick? Why? 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

3) How do Mr and Mrs Twit feel about each other? How do you know this? 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

4) What do you think will be the outcome of this continued trickery? 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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Think of a range of household items e.g.  a piece of old fruit, a toy mouse,  hair gel,  a beard 

comb,  a mirror, a tv remote. 

 

How might the Twits use these objects in a trick? 

 

Use Making Mischief to put together a new trick for Mr or Mrs Twit and the use the Squiffing 

Storyboard to draw or write a comic strip showing the trick in all it's glory!  
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Task 12 -  Boy! 

Read the following extract which is from Roald Dahl's autobiographical book 'Boy' 
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The extract you have just read is all about the new uniform Dahl had to wear to go to 

Repton when he was thirteen.  

 

Are the descriptions clear and vivid enough to enable you to picture the uniform?  

 

Can you recall how you felt about wearing a new uniform?  

 

Are there any elements of the young Dahl’s uniform which are similar to the children’s 

own school uniform? 

 

Find a photo of you in your favourite outfit or uniform. It could be a favourite pair of 

jeans, T shirt and trainers or something more formal like a school or scout/brownie 

uniform. It could even be the outfit someone made them wear to go to a wedding! Stick 

a copy or draw a version of it on the In the Picture frame. 

 

 Using the Looking Good sheet, write a description of the outfit or uniform pictured in 

their photograph/ drawing. The description has to be really clear and detailed! 

 

EXTENSION ACTIVITY: 

Can you design a new school uniform and write a leaflet/ draw a labelled picture for new 

parents at the school, detailing the requirements? Will the uniform be street-style? 

Chic? Smart and sharp?  
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