
 

Assessing Computing at Gawber 
 

 Checking prior knowledge and understanding 
o Following the Purple Mash teaching 

sequence provides opportunities for 
children to revisit knowledge from 
previous lessons. Skills, knowledge 
and understanding is built up 
sequentially over the years too.  

o Opportunities are given to check 
knowledge has been retained and to 
make links between the different 
programmes and activities used in 
Purple Mash from previous years. 

o Prior knowledge and learning links 
are available on Purple Mash for 
staff to use to ensure children have 
retained knowledge and 
understanding from previous years. 
If not, this is recapped. 

 

 ‘Day to Day’ assessing and feedback 
o During Computing lessons, we are constantly assessing our children and 

giving instant support and feedback if needed.  
o When children use computers and iPads in other curriculum areas, this is yet 

another chance for us to monitor their skills and understanding. We get to 
see how they use the technology and their computing skills on a day to day 
basis and observe how they problem solve and use technology efficiently and 
effectively. For example, children use skills to log onto TTRS, use the camera 
and video settings on the iPads and learn how to safely search the internet to 
help them research. 

o Regular discussions about online safety through the Purple Mash scheme, 
within Wellbeing lessons and internet safety half days and days, allows 
teachers and children alike chance to recap and review their knowledge and 
understanding of online safety. Any misconceptions, gaps in learning or new 
issues can be easily addressed and identified which then means teachers can 
focus on this with their class if appropriate or deal with issues on a smaller 
group or on a 1:1 basis. 

 

 Self and Peer Assessment 
o Children are given opportunities to evaluate their own work and that of other 

pupils through self and peer assessment. 

 

 

 



 

 Use of Speaking and Listening skills  
o Within our Computing lessons there are many opportunities to talk and share 

their ideas.  
o When in the Computer Suite, most children, in most lessons, work in 

partners. We encourage the use of partner talk to discuss and explain the 
computing being taught so that they can share their understanding and 
knowledge confidently with others. 

o When children give responses in class, we can monitor and encourage them 
to use the key vocabulary.  

 

 Pre and Post Assessments 
o Pre and Post assessments occur so that learning and 

progress can be evidenced. 
o These Pre and Post assessments may be in the form of mind 

maps, evidence in the class Computing book of prior 
knowledge, learning and what 
they know now or the use of 
available assessment activities 
on Purple Mash.  

o Concept maps from Purple 
Mash are available for each 
computing unit which allow us 
to use them as an assessment 
tool at the beginning and the 
end of a unit  

o An end of unit quiz is also available on Purple Mash 
for each computing unit, which allows us to use this 
as an assessment tool to see what the pupils have 
remembered from the unit. 

 

 

 

 

 Pupil progress meetings  
o Using the above assessment 
opportunities and considering how the children 
have responded throughout the unit, we 
complete pupil progress documentation 
commenting on the progress and achievements 
of the children.  
o We complete pupil progress forms by 
referencing the Purple  
Purple Mash Assessment guidance to help us 
decide if a child is WTS, EXS or GDS.  

 


